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LIBRO DI TESTO LETTERATURA: Spiazzi - Tavella - Layton, Performer Heritage – 

vol. 2 con E-Book, Zanichelli, 2017 
 

5. THE VICTORIAN AGE 1837 – 1901 

5.1 The dawn of the Victorian Age: Queen Victoria, An age of reforms, Workhouses and religion, 

Chartism, Technological progress, Home and Foreign policy  

5.2 The Victorian compromise  

5.3 Challanges from the scientific field 

Link to politics: The U.S. Government; The U.K. Government; British and American left/right-wing  

parties (materiale fornito dalla docente) 

5.8 The Victorian novel 

5.14 Charles Dickens - “Oliver Twist”: plot, setting and characters 

Oliver wants some more from chapter 2: text comprehension and analysis 

5.15 The Brontë sisters – “Jane Eyre” by Charlotte Brontë: plot, setting, characters, themes 

Jane and Rochester: text comprehension and analysis 

5.22 Robert Louis Stevenson - “The strange case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde”: plot, setting, style, sources, 

influences and interpretations 

Jekill’s experiment from the last chapter: text comprehension and analysis  

5.24 Oscar Wilde - “The Picture of Dorian Gray”: plot and setting, characters, narrative 

technique 

It is the face of my soul: text comprehension and analysis 

The Preface: text comprehension and analysis 

6. The Modern Age  
6.1 From the Edwardian Age to the First World War: Edwardian England, The seeds of the 

Welfare State, The Suffragettes, The outbreak of the war 

6.2 The Easter rising in Ireland 

6.3 The age of anxiety: The crisis of certainty, Freud’s influence, The Theory of relativity, A new 

concept of time, A new picture of man 

Link to Philosophy: A window on the unconscious: The Theory of the unconscious; Id, ego and 

superego; The Oedipus complex, The Electra complex  

Link to Art – Describing The Menin Road by Paul Nash, The Double Secret by René Magritte, The 

Persistence of Memory by Salvador Dalì 

6.4 The inter-war years: the dissolution of the British Empire, the Commonwealth, the Irish war of 

Independence 

6.6 The U.S.A. in  the first half of the 20th century: Red Scare and Prohibition, the Wall Street Crash and 

the Great Depression  

6.7 Modernism; Cultural Insight - Modernism in painting and music  

6.9 The modern novel 

6.10 The stream of consciousness and the interior monologue  

6.19 James Joyce 

“Dubliners”: structure and setting, characters, realism and symbolism, the use of epiphany, style, 

Paralysis 

Eveline: text comprehension and analysis 



6.21 George Orwell; Utopia and political dystopia 

Big Brother is watching you from Nineteen Eighty-Four, part I, chap. I: text comprehension and 

analysis 

7.1 The Present Age: The post-war years 

7.2 The Sixties and Sevnties 

 

LINGUA:  
Revisione tempi verbali e strutture grammaticali B1-B2  

B2 listenings e simulazioni in laboratorio per la preparazione alla prova INVALSI 
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